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the dissenters liberty of conscience was a matter of principle, and 
therefore they wanted a separation of church and state. For empirical 
reasons the Whigs wanted the same thing. They all found a basis for 
politics in the social contract. Divisions were possible in Christianity 
and it was the duty of the state to secure the liberty of its subjects. 

Thus throughout the entire reigns of Charles II and James II 
toleration had been advocated from the most various quarters. "The 
king, the Whig lords and the more independent members of the House 
of Commons used the same arguments as the poor despised sectarians 
whom they persecuted — Baptists, Quakers, and Independents found 
themselves in agreement with liberal members of the church, from which 
they had seceded. Philosophers, scientists, skeptics, and atheists made 
common cause with Roman Catholics." 

But toleration still waited for its philosopher — who with largeness 
of view and experience, and judicial balance could formulate an adequate 
statement. That man was John Locke. He had a clear conception of 
the functions of the state, and an equally clear conception of the func- 
tions of the church, and what was even more important he was able to 
relate those functions. Concisely and with a high degree of success 
Mr. Smith has set forth the inestimable service that Locke has rendered 
in the struggle for both civic and religious liberty, and at the end we 
feel that he has proved his thesis. 

J. W. Moncrtef 

University of Chicago 



THE RELIGIONS OF MODERN SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

In the Bross Lectures delivered in 1908 and now published in 
expanded form, 1 Dr. Bliss has given us an authoritative and fascinating 
account of the many types of Christianity and Mohammedanism found 
in modern Syria and Palestine — authoritative, because the learned 
tomes on the subject have been consulted; fascinating, because the 
author, who was born in Syria and spent a large part of his life there, 
has given us an intensely vivid and boundlessly sympathetic picture of 
the religious life of the modern Syrians. The author's method of 
gathering materials for his work is thus described in the Preface: 

While many books have been consulted, it is in human documents that the 
richest material has been found. The Greek liturgies have been studied, but 

1 The Religions of Modern Syria and Palestine. By Frederick Jones Bliss. New 
York: Scribner, 1012. xiv+354 pages. 
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the manual acts of the mass were explained to me in the sitting-room of a 
kindly parish priest whose wife had baked the communion loaf which he 
reverently used in illustration. Learned books on the dervishes have been 
consulted, but it was through the quaint tales of a gentle-eyed sheikh in 
Jerusalem, who left his humble task of scouring pots and kettles to make me a 
visit, that I learned past all forgetting, that in spite of the wild demonstrations 
which travelers witness for a fee in Constantinople and Cairo, the controlling 
motive of the dervish life is the hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

In the more technical chapters (ii and iii) on the " Constitution and 
Ritual of the Eastern (Christian) Churches" numerous misapprehensions, 
mostly concerning minor points, it is true, current in the literature on 
these subjects have been corrected. But the chief value of the book for 
the western reader, for whom it was written, lies in the chapters on Islam 
and the interrelations of the cults (i, iv, and following). In view of the 
fact that it is perhaps the only dangerous rival of Christianity, western 
Christians usually refuse to see any good whatever in Islam. They 
forget, or rather, are not aware that (again quoting Dr. Bliss, p. 14) 

while, in the passion for correct thinking about Christ, the idea of right living 
in the name and after the example of the meek and lowly Jesus was fast dis- 
appearing, in far-away Arabia a great religious genius was burning with the 
passion to make known, by persuasion or by force, the simple truth that God 
is One .... in the spiritual lifelessness and the doctrinal divisions of Chris- 
tianity lay the opportunity of Islam. 

This book makes it clear to its readers that the eastern Christian 
churches — the only types of Christianity with which the majority of 
Moslems have ever come in contact — are almost as hopeless today as 
they were when Mohammed proclaimed his message. On the other 
hand, one is encouraged by the confident assertion of the author " that 
the idea of God is present to the common consciousness in Syria and 
Palestine with a vividness lacking to the common consciousness in 
western Protestant lands at the present time," and by his belief that " the 
unqualified pessimistic generalizations" with regard to Islam are "quite 
unwarrantable." The chapter on the religious orders of Islam, more 
particularly the sections on the dervish organization and life, are espe- 
cially enlightening. 

The book is enlivened by anecdotes illustrative of the subjects dis- 
cussed. One of these the reviewer would quote in the hope that it may 
induce him who is not yet convinced of the excellence of this remarkable 
volume "to taste and see." 
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In discussing the many practices and beliefs held in common by 
Christians and Moslems, Dr. Bliss mentions a belief of the Moslems that 
a certain odor, peculiar to themselves, attracts ghosts. 

Once, in speaking with a Maronite peasant about the frequent ablutions of 
the Moslems, I remarked on the fact that the Christians have no such cere- 
monies. "No," he replied, "the Moslems were never cleansed in baptism as 
we are, and are always trying to get rid of their natural evil odor by washing 
themselves all over, but without success. Thank God, I have had no need of 
a bath since I was baptized" [p. 28]. 

D. D. LUCKENBILL 

University of Chicago 
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There has probably never been a time in the history of Christianity 
when greater difficulties confronted the theologian in dealing with 
Christology. While it has always been true that the unification of the 
characteristics of the historical Jesus with the attributes of the divine 
Christ involved serious problems, exegetical methods formerly allowed 
considerable liberty in the interpretation of the New Testament records. 
We have in the past century, however, become aware of the duty of an 
accurate critical investigation which shall aim to set forth historical 
facts without regard to their doctrinal consequences. The "quest of 
the historical Jesus" has been pursued with ever-increasing complica- 
tions, until we are just now more conscious of the problems connected 
with that quest than we are of definite conclusions. This uncertainty 
in the realm of history makes exceedingly difficult the construction of a 
Christology which can lay claim to objective verification. As a matter 
of fact, recent expositions of the subject have very generally appealed 
to the value-judgments of the Christian consciousness for justification. 

But this appeal to Christian consciousness is itself becoming compli- 
cated as we realize the psychological genesis of our religious experience. 
It is a well-known fact that one's experience is shaped by the ideas which 
he has inherited. The question therefore arises whether the values which 
Christians have attached to Christ are not due primarily to the doctrines 
which have been taught. In so far as this is true, the changes in doctrine 
compelled by a modern world- view and by modern critical study of the 

1 The Doctrine of the Person of Jesus Christ. By H. R. Mackintosh. "Interna- 
tional Theological Library." New York: Scribner, 1012. xiii+340 pages. I2.50. 
net. 



